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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Plutarch s Essays We learn more about Plutarch
from his own writings than from all other sources; and all that he says about himself seems so frank and
genuine as to conciliate belief, and at the same time respect and sympathy. He may not have been a marked
man; there may have been many such men; but if there were, they have left no sign. We know not his like in all
antiquity. He reminds us of the English or American country-gentleman, of superior claims on the score of birth
and fortune, culture and Amoral worth, living at an easy distance from some provincial capital or university
town, while so far from the metropolis as to make a visit there one of the most important events of his life,
trusted and beloved by his neighbors, taking interest as a citizen and an office-bearer in local concerns
however small, maintaining a generous domestic establishment, and exercising a liberal, yet sober hospitality.
He would have been an eminent man had he lived in Rome, and he seems to have been received there with
distinguished honor; but a single somewhat prolonged sojourn in the imperial city, whither he went on public
business for his native Chaeroneia, appears to have been his only opportunity for extended intercourse with
either scholars, philosophers, or statesmen. Athens, where he was educated, and Delphi, where he served as
priest of Apollo - his principal sacerdotal duty being that of entertaining strangers at official banquets - were his
centres of intelligence and influence; and in the best society of both these cities he evidently held a chief,
probably the chief, place. About the Publisher...
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