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General Survey. In view of the fact that aeroplane design can hardly be said to have progressed beyond its
inception, it may appear to be somewhat of a misnomer to refer to standard types. There are, however, a
certain number of designs in biplanes and monoplanes, constructed according to well-defined models, and
after which the majority of others are patterned. While these are more or less similar in their fundamental
characteristics, they vary from one another in important details of size, arrangement, and efficiency of their
parts. For the purpose of comparison, a discussion of their distinguishing features, as well as their merits and
demerits, is appended. A study of this will be found of the greatest value as a means of obtaining a knowledge
of the chief characteristics of the best-known aeroplanes. The fifteen most prominent and distinctive types are
described in detail, the order in which they are taken up not being based on any quality of the machines
themselves. The biplanes are eight in number, as follows: Wright, Wright Racer (Baby), Curtiss, Voisin, New
Model Voisin, Farman, Sommer, and Cody. The monoplanes are seven in number, as follows: Antoinette,
Santos-Dumont, Bleriot XI, Bleriot Xll, Grade, Pelterie, and Pfitzner. With few exceptions the machines in
question as described in the following paragraphs have been flown thousands of miles and used over extended
periods by a great number of aviators and amateurs, and they have likewise been copied in hundreds of other
machines, but as the result of the experience thus gained, their builders have inaugurated various changes, not
merely of dimensions, but of construction in some...
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