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indexed. Not illustrated. 1912 Excerpt: .method only is used in the two lowest grades, while in still others one
finds the kindergarten or Giardino d Infanzia only. The Association of the Beni Stabili, which has erected in the
newer parts of the city where land is cheaper model tenements under the co-operative plan, has in the center of
each block of buildings a Casadei Bambini or House of Childhood, free to those children of their tenants who
are too young to enter the first class of the municipal schools where the Montessori materials and method are
used exclusively. Here in Rome, therefore, I can compare the two systems in schools where the type of child is
the same, but at home I must see the Montessori method tried with children of a diGerent race and
environment. Italian children are at the same time more precocious and less nervous than our own and also
more susceptible to impression. In all the schools I have visited I find the Italian children--even the youngest--
rhythmic, studious, and naturally graceful. I have yet to find an instance of the monotone singing so prevalent
with us. The kindergarten as seen in Rome is without exception, so far as I have observed, of the strict
Froebelian type. The classes are large, sometimes as many as fiHy children of five years of age under one
teacher; the occupations entirely dictated and the games directed. Yet nowhere have I seen the kindergarten
circle; instead the children sit in pairs on...
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