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illustrated. 1828 Excerpt: . . . and he closed, by the resignation of the chief magistracy, his public career, which,
in its purity of principle and love of country, was not excelled even in what has been emphatically denominated
the age of men. On the 29th of January, 1794, be addressed the following letter to the legislature: Virginia
Debates, pref. p. iii, v. Gentlemen Op The Legislature, ADer having served the public for a number of years, to
the best of my abilities, in the various oEices to which I have had the honour to be appointed, I think it proper,
before your adjournment, to signify to you, and through you to my fellow-citizens at large, that I now find
myself so far advanced in age, that it will be expedient for me at the close of the session, to retire from the cares
and fatigues of public business, to the repose of a private life, with a grateful sense of the repeated marks of
trust and confidence that my fellow-citizens have reposed in me, and with my best wishes for the future peace
and prosperity of the state. I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient, And very humble servant, Josiah Bartlett. To
the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives, to be communicated. The repose
which he anticipated, so inestimable to a man, the better part of whose life had been consumed amid the toils
and troubles of the revolution, and the dissentions which preceded it, was destined,...
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