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Russell Sage Foundation, United States, 2000. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 231 x 168 mm. Language:
English Brand New Book. Perhaps the most alarming phenomenon in American cities has been the
transformation of many neighborhoods into isolated ghettos where poverty is the norm and violent crime,
drug use, out-of-wedlock births, and soaring school dropout rates are rampant. Public concern over these
destitute areas has focused on their most vulnerable inhabitantschildren and adolescents. How profoundly does
neighborhood poverty endanger their well-being and development? Is the influence of neighborhood more
powerful than that of the family? Neighborhood Poverty approaches these questions with an insightful and
wide-ranging investigation into the eIect of community poverty on children s physical health, cognitive and
verbal abilities, educational attainment, and social adjustment. This two-volume set oIers the most current
research and analysis from experts in the fields of child development, social psychology, sociology and
economics. Drawing from national and city-based sources,Volume I reports the empirical evidence concerning
the relationship between children and community. As the essays demonstrate, poverty entails a host of
problems that aIects the quality of educational, recreational, and child care services.Poor neighborhoods
usually share other negative featuresparticularly racial segregation and a preponderance of single mother
familiesthat may adversely aIect children. Yet children are not equally susceptible to the pitfalls of deprived
communities. Neighborhood has diIerent eIects depending on a child s age, race, and gender, while parenting
techniques and a family s degree of community involvement also serve as mitigating factors. Volume II
incorporates empirical data on neighborhood poverty into discussions of policy and program development.
The contributors point to promising community initiatives and suggest methods to strengthen neighborhood-
based service programs for children. Several essays analyze the conceptual and methodological issues
surrounding the measurement of neighborhood characteristics. These essays focus on the need to expand...
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