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illustrated. 1876 Excerpt: . . . each are most foolish, entailing unnecessary trouble, and even likely to injure the
birds. While confined, the mother should be fed three times a day, and be allowed grit of some description, coal
slack, sand, or gravel, and the looker-on would be surprised at the quantity and size of the grit a hen will eat.
When the chickens are a week old, bread may be dispensed with, and they will do very well on hen-corn. I do not
advise barley for chickens until they are nearly full grown, as the corns are too large. At three weeks old, the
mother and brood may be allowed to go at large, when the mother will supply such food, in the way of insects,
and c, as they cannot obtain when shut up. In the warm settled weather of Midsummer I would advocate their
not being penned in coops at all. A good hen will find them shady places and more variety of food. At about two
months old, the young will leave their mother, and be pretty well able to look aFer themselves. A little corn may
be thrown them morning and evening, if no harvest work or threshing is going on. AFer first leaving their
parent, they should be watched to see that they fly up to roost out of the way of vermin. The roosting sticks
should be about four inches in circumference, so as to be easily grasped with the feet. Soon after the first...
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