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occasional squibs, more or less suspected of personalities, make their appearance; they cast at most but a
moments glare upon the difficulties, and start inquiries which they fail to satisfy. Concerning this very Fish
Market business, a witty writer in the Mercury last fall, in demanding for the Public some information about
Estimates, Plans, Specifications, Extras, and Contracts, very sensibly expressed his utter despair of ever
obtaining it; Othello s handkerchief was not more hard to find, he supposed, than was to be this information.
And his forebodings have been fulfilled: for with all their reporting the committees failed to furnish the two all-
important contracts, because, they say, not furnished them; they describe the estimate as first $10, 000 - then
$15, 000 - then $41, 900 - then extras are to swell it up to and above $50, 000 - and even then they have not done.
This has been instanced merely to illustrate how anything short of a steady and continued examination of the
subject must (like the aforesaid squib) fail to throw any light upon this and kindred matters. It is a time too,
when, like all occupations, that of the Builder has just passed its ordeal before the public. Committees,
architects, engineers and contractors, may for years have been maintaining the even tenor of their ways; the
capabilities of one - the preparatory discipline of another - the punctuality of a third, may all along have been
uncared...
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