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peninsula was for a long time part of the Holy Roman Empire until the 13th century. Since then new small states
under rich patrons started to emerge and by the 15th century Italy was consisted of many states hostile to each
other. The outcome of this situation was almost constant war. In the early 16th century western Europe was
troubled by the rivalry between Charles V, Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire and the King of Spain, and
Francis I, King of France. Both were extremely powerful and wanted to rule Europe, if not the world. The fought
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