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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This story is part history and part memoir. It concerns my father, a
Presbyterian minister, and what he went through during the period 1957 to 1970, when he gave himself
wholeheartedly to move his middle-class, Midwestern congregations into action on behalf of the oppressed. In
the course of events, my father was arrested, with twelve other white ministers from the North, in 1964, in Pike
County, Mississippi, while protesting the county s refusal to register black voters. He spent one night in jail. The
protest was in and out of the national news quickly, but it had a large impact on the town to which he returned,
Athens, Ohio. He became the locus of controversy, a stand-in for the civil rights movement, and his church
became the stage on which the struggle was played out in Athens. The story begins in Westerville, Ohio, in
November 1957, with the performance of a minstrel show. It was a fundraiser performed by local citizens to
benefit the varsity sports teams of the local college, Otterbein, and it was performed in Otterbein s auditorium,
just down the street from First Presbyterian Church, of which my father was pastor. He thought minstrel shows
were self-evidently bad and that it was his duty to say so. He wrote a column in the local newspaper upbraiding
the citizenry for supporting the minstrel show. He was not naive. And yet he was surprised by the reaction.
Public opinion strongly favored it. Members of his church were scandalized not by the minstrel show but by his
speaking against it. With the brouhaha that followed publication of his newspaper column, my father gained
three things: a reputation as...
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